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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HARPENDEN 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Harpenden  Urban  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health  of 
Harpenden  for  the  Year  1950. 

The  general  health  of  the  area  has  remained  good.  The  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  has  been  low  except  for  measles  and  whooping 
cough.  There  were  no  deaths  from  these  diseases. 

The  statistics  provided  by  the  Registrar  General  show  slight 
variations  from  those  submitted  in  my  interim  report  but  these 
are  not  of  any  significance. 

Regarding  infant  mortality  it  will  be  seen  that  though  the  rate 
per  1,000  live  births  has  risen  from  17.5  in  1949  to  25.5  in  1950 
there  are  only  five  actual  deaths  and  of  these  four  li\  d under  one 
week.  Three  of  the  four  were  due  to  prematuiity  and  cue 
Atelectasis.  Careful  investigation  showed  no  correlation  Lmween 
these  deaths  and  such  factors  as  housing,  poverty,  mother  woiking, 
etc.,  but  of  course  in  dealing  with  such  small  numbers  t v<  n if  in  all 
four  the  mothers  had  been  say  working,  conclusions  would  have 
had  to  be  doubtful. 

I have  commented  elsewhere  on  some  aspects  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  but  its  tendency  to  concentrate  on  the  curative 
side  and  ignore  the  preventive  or  Public  Healll:  ride  which  vt  noted 
at  the  start  is  very  apparent. 

If  I might  draw  a simile,  supposing  a car  manufacturer  found 
that  his  cars  were  being  brought  back  repeated!)  ior  say,  Lack 
axle  trouble,  what  would  he  do  ? Would  he  enlarge  his  repaiis 
department  (Hospital  Department)  or  concentrate  on  his  designs 
department  (Public  Health  Department)  to  prevent  his  .axles 
giving  trouble  ? Yet  the  prospects,  financial  and  otherwise,  of 
the  Public  Health  Service  are  such  that  very  few  young  doctors 
are  coming  forward.  Several  medical  schools  have  had  to  close 
their  D.P.H.  course  and  of  those  remaining  open  only  a very  few 


n 


candidates  intend  to  enter  the  Public  Health  Service  in  tin  country 
and  the  rest  intend  to  go  . broad.  The  recent  awards  of  the 
Industrial  Court  on  Public  Health  salaries  are  certainly  not 
conducive  to  the  entry  into  the  Public  Health  Service  of  the  best 
young  doctors. 

To  you  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen,  I wish  to  record 
my  sincere  thanks  for  all  consideration  and  help  you  have  at  all 
times  shown  me,  and  to  my  staff  I wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks 
for  their  effort  and  conscientious  performance  of  their  duties. 

I am  also  deeply  indebted  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and  Secretary  in  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of 
the  statistics  for  this  report  and  for  the  many  extra  duties  carried 
out  by  them  during  the  year,  which  were  actually  outside  their 
Divisional  Health  Office  duties. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SLEIGH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books  : — 


3,157 

14,750 


Dwellinghouses 

4,272 

Shops  with  living  accommodation 

77 

Licensed  Premises  with  living  accommodation 

...  . . . 

24 

Rateable  Value 

...  ... 

£ 140, 100 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

... 



£560 

Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

98 

94 

192 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

13.3 

Still  Births  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Deaths 

69 

68 

137 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 

9.3 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 


Rate  per  1,000  (total 
Deaths  live  and  stillbirths) 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Nil 

Males 

1 


Females 

4 


Total 

5 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age.  All 
Infants  per  1,000  live  births 


25.5 


Births 

The  number  of  births  during  1950  was  19$ 


Deaths. 

There  were  137  Deaths. 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death 

-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 

Maternal  ?,  ortality 

and  Case- rates  for  Certain 

Infectious 

Diseases  in  the  Year  1950. 

Provisional  figures 

based  on 

Quarterly  Returns 

• 

126  '.ou n tv 

148  Small’,  r 

England 

Boroughs  it 

T owns 

London 

and  Great  Towns- 

(Resident  Ad 

lin  inistrative 

Wales 

(including 

Population 

County 

London) 

25,000—50,000 

at  1931  Census) 

Births 

Rates  per  1,000 

Home  Population 

Live  births 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17  8 

Stillbirths 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

Deaths 

All  Causes  ... 

110 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

Tvphoid  & typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  yougy  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.30 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

Influenza  ... 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.07 

Smallpox  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  po.io.nveiitis 

(including  polioen- 

cephalitis) 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.48 

Notifications  ( Corrected ) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0 01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0 03 

Scarlet  fever 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  cough  ... 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.21 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0 03 

Erysipelas  ... 

0 17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.57 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

(including  polioen- 

cephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

Non-paralytic 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  poison. ag 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

year  of  ag  ■ 

29.8  (a) 

33.8 

29.4 

26.3 

Enteritis  & diarrhoea 

under  2 years  of 

age  

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

Notification  (Corrected)  Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Stili) 

Births. 

Puerperal  fever  and 

pyrexia  ... 

5.81 

7 43 

4.33 

6.03 

Maternal  Mortality 

in  England  and 

Wales. 

International  List  No 

Rates 

per  1,000 

Rates  per  million 

and  cause 

rotal  ( 

Li  \ e and 

women  aged 

Still) 

Births 

15—44 

651.  Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.09 

7 

650,  652.  Other  abortion 

0.05 

4 

640 — 649,  670 — 678  Complication  of 

pregnancy  a id  th’liv  try 

0.54 

681.  Sepsis  of  childbirth  and  the 

puerperium  ... 

0.03 

68(1,  682 — -689  Ocher  complications  of 

the  puerperium 

0.15 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  live  births, 


ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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National  Health  Service  Act. 

The  Divisional  Administration  of  the  Health  Services 
administered  by  the  County  Council  continues  to  work  very 
smoothly.  From  what  I learn  from  ruv  colleagues  in  other  counties 
we  are  indeed  fortunate  in  Hertfordshire. 

The  loss  of  effective  control  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals  is  undoubtedly  a serious  fault 
of  the  Act. 

Likewise  the  separation  of  the  Maternity  Hospitals  from 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  does  not  appear  to  be 
an  advance. 

T.B.  Sanatoria  and  Dispensaries  or,  as  they  are  now  called, 
Chest  Clinics,  come  under  the  Hospital  Service.  The  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  or  as  he  is  now  called,  the  Chest  Physician,  comes  under 
the  Hospital  Service  with  only  three-elevenths  of  his  time  devoted 
to  the  County  Council  preventive  service. 

The  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs  is  not  easy  but  the  following 
suggestions  might  be  considered  : — 

(1)  The  setting-up  of  a new,  elected,  all-purpose  Health 
Authority  covering  say  one  Division  of  Hertfordshire  or  the  area 
of  a Hospital  Management  Committee — this  authority  to  be  in 
charge  of  all  Health  Services  in  its  area — Environmental,  Personal, 
Hospitals  and  General  Practitioners. 

(2)  Hospitals  with  a Public  Health  aspect,  e.g.,  Infectious 
Disease,  Maternity,  T.B.,  should  revert  to  the  Authority  in  whose 
charge  they  were  prior  to  5th  July,  1948. 

(3)  The  appointment  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
area  in  which  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  is  situated  as  Part- 
time  Specialist  in  charge  of  Infectious  Disease  Beds.  This  would 
not  cover  the  difficulties  of  the  Maternity  Hospital  or  the  T.B. 
Service  but  could  be  done  by  administrative  act  whereas  either 
1 or  2 would  involve  fresh  legislation. 

Personally,  I think  the  one  all-purpose  Health  Authority  of 
sufficient  but  not  too  large  size  is  the  only  real  solution.  It  would 
have  to  be  heavily  subsidised  by  the  central  government  to  cover 
the  hospital  services.  It  must  be  big  enough  to  produce  a reasonable 
sum  from  rates  but  not  so  big  that  the  elected  representatives 
are  out  of  touch  with  the  very  personal  problems  involved. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  introduction  of  a scheme  whereby  Ambulances  can  be  called 
by  wireless  is  being  considered  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme 
will  be  in  operation  in  1951. 

I am  indebted  to  Divisional  Officer  R.  Hughes  for  the  following 
schedule  which  shows  weekly  statistics  of  calls  for  the  whole  of 
195U 
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Date 

Accident 

Sudden 

Illness 

Removals 

Removals 

Maternity 

Total 

Mileage 

Jan.  7 ... 

1 

2 

32 

1 

36 

474 

14  ... 

33 

33 

501 

21  ... 

33 

33 

530 

28  ... 

29 

29 

549 

Feb.  4 ... 

1 

42 

1 

44 

535 

11  ... 

1 

39 

1 

41 

685 

18  ... 

1 

28 

29 

542 

25  ... 

3 

37 

2 

42 

589 

March  4 ... 

1 

40 

41 

590 

11  ... 

1 

1 

27 

29 

4 78 

18  ... 

3 

1 

39 

1 

44 

533 

25  ... 

1 

1 

39 

1 

42 

6!  1 

April  1 

1 

36 

37 

512 

8 ... 

1 

30 

1 

32 

37 

15  ... 

1 

27 

28 

22  ... 

3 

42 

45 

oc 

29  ... 

O 

25 

27 

44. . 

May  5 ... 

39 

1 

40 

516 

12  ... 

1 

1 

30 

2 

34 

457 

19  ... 

31 

i 

32 

52o 

26  ... 

31 

i 

32 

47. 

J une  3 

1 

1 

36 

38 

561 

10  ... 

2 

64 

66 

81  1 

17  ... 

i 

52 

53 

699 

24  ... 

36 

36 

729 

July  1 ... 

i 

34 

2 

37 

435 

24 

10 

931 

15 

980 

14,102 

8 ... 

2 

1 

25 

88 

-<  ' 

15  ... 

26 

i 

• » ; 

22  ... 

2 

1 

27 

50  i 

ch  ; 

29  ... 

i 

32 

33 

478 

Aug.  5 ... 

2 

32 

34 

12  ... 

2 

28 

30 

i 1 

19  ... 

i 

24 

> 1 

425 

26 

i 

35 

36 

48" 

Sept.  2 ... 

9 

17 

19 

9.  1 

9 ... 

46 

46 

16  ... 

1 

42 

43 

23  ... 

46 

46 

,. 

30  ... 

1 

i 

4() 

4 2 | 

4.-0 

Oct.  7 ... 

1 

47 

‘3 

477 

14  ... 

1 

i 

28 

20 

21  ... 

1 

9 ; 

28  ... 

3 i 

i 

9 

Nov.  4 

9 

40 

4°  | 

469 

11  ... 

i 

i 

33 

P ’8 

18  ... 

i 

32 

5 ) 

; 7 

25  ... 

i 

37 

38 

351 

Dec.  2 

o 

40 

.to 

. 86 

9 ... 

i 

56 

57 

572 

16  ... 

3 

60 

2 

64 

6?; 

23  ... 

3 

i 

67 

1 

7 ’ 

773 

30  ... 

1 

i 

38 

1 

- 

42 

; 01 

52 

1 ,88  4 

O » 

■ 981 

2 5 26 

It  will  be  'ci  chat  tV  rot  1 mil<  ••  t\  • , .or 

Harpenden  cavs  slijjhtlv  . • i J <'umf>  n«*  of  th  i ill 
at  the  equate.  1 


Hospitals. 

The  Harpe^den  Memori  d H<  pital  . die  I i.u  n 

and  Hitchi 1 (,-:■>  p,  ad’ni  ii  t*  ■ ! y h mmittee 

under  the  Nort!  .*K.  it./  ) < i i i • , i • ;il  B«  ard. 

Four  House  C Iiav  lx-  • . p ■ r • < • . th*  .'.lanager . at 

Committee,  oik  of  which  is  cone  ■ d . *i  tin.  o >1  and  for 

this  purpose  t:i-  1 lo  spit  d is  link'd  with  \\  i'v  Stevenage. 


Statistics. 

No.  of  b 1 ; ,iv  ilnbl  ■ 

Medi  n 1 Su  gical  ...  ...  . ..  ..  18 

Man  ni  y ...  ...  . . . . . . 11 

No.  of  n 1 ni  inns  ,1a  ing  tlu  y a 1950  ..  • • 671 

No.  of  uj  chs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  202 

Stillbi  ths  2 

No.  of  In-pati-nt  day-  ...  ...  . ...6,642 

Out-paH  nt.s-  Physio ilierapy 

New  PiM  -nts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  943 

Attends:,  s -Ia-pati  its  ....  500 

Out-i'’  ients  . ..  . . ...  10,744 

Casualty  • 

Total  Ati  idanr"S  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  855 

Speci.rlis  ‘ ' i >.ult.'  ions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  410 


School  Medical  Service. 


The  general  health  of  the  s Tool  population  rem  tins  high  and 
fewer  child-en  fell  i ito  e.  itego  :y  “ C.”  Mary  of  these  children 
came  from  poor  home;  and  unfortunately  did  not  (or  only 
occasionally  did)  p irticipate  in  the  school  mail  sell  me,  a number  of 
whom  also  even  refused  school  milk. 

The  Schools  Meals  S / vice  has  maintained  a v a \ high  standard 
despite  mi  .v  difficulties  and  i i , noteworthy  th  T no  case  of 
suspected  foil  poi;o~iiig  has  been  reported.  No  serious  epidemic 
disease  broke  o it,  though  the  i idence  of  Pertu  ■ i s and  especially 
Measles  wa  . hi  pi  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  notewo  cny  that  parents  . .re  continuing  to  take  an  active 
and  indeed  a i incroa sing  interest  in  roan  . • and  >o  i tl  inspections. 
It  is  now  u msa  d for  an  entrant  to  b • . t iccomp  i d at  a medical 
examination. 

Postural  defect;  were  frequently  enc nriten'd,  but  the  defects 
were  generally  slight.  Round  shoulder > without,  bony  deformity 
was  commotesc  and  generally  respoided  to  co’uvction,  remedial 
exercises  and  proper  breathing  instruction.  A s nail  proportion 
of  cases  of  Spi  i a Curvature  (Scoliosis,  Kypho  .i,  and  pigeon  chest) 
were  noted  in  issociation  with  chronic  chest  conditions  such  as 
Asthma  and  Bronchitis. 

The  rate  of  provision  of  spectacles  hi,  improved,  the  wait  has 
been  consid  i.ably  reduced  and  it  is  now  me  i.utp  i to  meet  delays 
of  longer  ta  in  d T moiitns.  In  my  opinion  this  is  still  too  long, 
particularly  witii  growing  children  an  1 it  is  h >p  > 1 that  the  waiting 
list  will  be  still  furth  ;r  reduced. 
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Uncleanliness  was  uncommon  and  verminous  conditions  were 
actually  rare. 

The  numbers  awaiting  operation  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  on 
the  school  lists  for  this  area  is  213  but  the  numbers  on  the  hospital 
waiting  lists  are,  Mid  Herts.  50,  Osterhills  489  i.e.,  539.  I have 
discussed  these  figures  with  the  E.N.T.  specialist  and  we  agree 
that  these  figures  are  grossly  exaggerated.  It  is  really  amazing 
how  many  apparently  bad  tonsils  will  recover  if  left  alone,  especially 
under  the  age  of  seven.  The  waiting  list  is  now  being  gone  through 
very  carefully  bv  the  E.N.T.  specialist  and  I shall  be  surprised  if 
the  final  hospitals  lists  comes  to  100  cases. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Sisters  are  available  for  all  cases  of 
domiciliary  nursing  which  includes  Midwifery  and  General  Nursing 
and  in  all  cases  where  a request  is  made  personally  or  at  the  request 
of  the  Doctor  in  attendance. 

The  proportion  of  cases  of  childbirth,  which  after  all  is  a natural 
process,  not  a disease,  admitted  to  hospital  appears  to  be  very 
excessive. 

I believe  if  the  home  conditions  are  reasonably  good  all  normal 
confinements  should  take  place  at  home,  though  a good  case  can 
be  made  out  for  the  admission  to  hospital  for  the  first  confinement. 
Yet  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  apparently 
deliberately  act  as  a deterrent  to  such  home  confinements  thus 
wasting  very  valuable  hospital  beds  when,  as  is  well  known,  there 
is  an  acute  shortage  of  beds  for  other  more  necessary  conditions. 

If  the  patient  is  admitted  to  hospital  it  costs  her  nothing  ; even 
her  food  is  free,  whereas  if  she  remains  at  home  she  will  have  to 
pay  for  food,  laundry,  etc.,  and  the  services  of  a home  help. 

I would  submit  that  the  purpose  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  is  to  provide  free  treatment,  not  free  board  and  lodging  and 
therefore  all  patients,  maternity  and  others,  should  be  charged 
for  food  and  laundry  at  least.  Any  who  could  not  pay  for  this, 
and  they  would  be  very  few,  should  be  reimbursed  by  Public 
Assistance.  A charge  of  say  25s.  Od.  per  week  would  bring  in  a 
large  sum  to  set  off  against  the  cost  of  the  hospital  service  and  might 
well  serve  as  an  inducement  to  people  to  be  treated  at  home  rather 
than  use  up  very  expensive  and  scarce  hospital  beds. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  Service  is  administered  by  the  Herts.  County  Council  and 
provides  domestic  help  for  households  where  such  help  is  required 
owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying  in,  an  expectant 
mother,  mentally  defective,  aged  or  a child  not  over  compulsory 
school  age  within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  is  provided  by  the  Harpenden  Water 
Company  from  boreholes  at  Shakespeare  Road  and  East  Hyde 
and  both  quality  and  quantity  were  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Drainage. 

The  total  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  the  Sewage  Works  was 
214,159,000  gallons,  compared  with  205,214,000  gallons  in  1949. 

The  rainfall  was  31.14  inches  compared  with  22.3  inches  in  1949. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  condition  of  the  River  Lea  has  undoubtedly  improved  in 
1950  but  is  still  very  far  from  satisfactory.  How  much  of  the 
improvement  is  due  to  better  treatment  of  the  Luton  sewage  and 
how  much  to  the  increased  rainfall  giving  a considerably  higher 
dilution,  I cannot  say. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  Luton  Corporation  obtained  an  extension 
of  the  time  laid  down  by  the  court  to  improve  their  effluent.  Their 
problem  of  producing  an  effluent  which  will  be  satisfactory  when 
put  into  such  a relatively  small  stream  as  the  Lea  is  a very  difficult 
one. 

Public  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  baths  in  the  Urban  District. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Rehousing  is  still  the  greatest  problem  confronting  the  Council. 
The  points  scheme  is  in  use  and  in  addition  all  certifies  tes  from 
medical  practitioners  requesting  priority  for  any  of  their  patients 
are  submitted  to  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I have  the 
power  to  allocate  additional  points  on  medical  grounds  without 
disclosing  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  In  extreme  cases  I also  have 
the  power  of  giving  absolute  priority  but  this  power  I am  very 
unwilling  to  use  as,  of  course,  if  this  power  were  abused  it  would 
ruin  the  whole  points  scheme  with  which  I am  completely  in  favour. 

The  duty  thus  imposed  on  me  is  a very  difficult  one  and  I have 
no  doubt  thai  on  occasions  I shall  make  mistakes  but  I can  assure 
the  Council  that  I shall  do  my  utmost  to  make  their  housing 
scheme  work  as  fairly  as  is  humanly  possible,  bearing  in  mind  the 
very  large  and  urgent  demand  for  houses. 
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Points  are  allotted  independently  of  me  for  such  conditions  as 
overcrowding.  1 therefore  never  give  points  for  conditions  which 
already  attract  points  under  the  housing  points  scheme. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

(b)  By  private  enterp. ise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected)  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  264 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  464 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  16 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  Formal  Notice  : — 

(a)  Bv  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  65 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Vuthority  in  default  of  owners 
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SECTION  LL. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk.  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

With,  the  excellent  co-operation  we  have  with  Herts.  Count3 
Council  . ai  d so  far  as  '1  B.  is  concerned  the  JVI inisti y c.J  Agii<  i T i. i c 
and  hi  s heries,  these  Fcgulatie  r s se  ( n.  tc<  le  v c 1 1 rg  Tib)  veil.  ] i 
so  far  as  infection  1 a Fiucella  Aim tus  is  cci  ceil  ed  the  ]\  lbti)  e 
Agriculture  seen*  to  be  unable  to  do  vti)  mi  eh.  '1  lie  iriecticn  is 
so  widespread.  There  are,  however,  ceitain  geints  to  wleh  1 
w ould  wish  to  diaw  your  attention. 

1.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no 
righ  t to  trie  si  n.ples  at  the  fa:  n.  but  only  “in  ce  vise  el  dt  In  ( i ) . 

I can  see  nothing  hewever  in.  the  iegulaticr.s  v, Lid  irtencies  \ tl 
the  elemental)  light  of  the  l\  edieai  ( feer  ct  I ealil  te  tnee 
infect  ious  disc  ase  i p c s s i b e te  it:  scene  rie  1 ee  1 1 < : < eie  il< 
samples  at  the  faim  fie  m.  which  mi  h irfectee1  v 1 1 1)  Inn 
dise  ase  communicable  te  man  is  deiived.  ( 1 e ie  i \ e 1 1 < < 

dupl  icat  ii  g 1 get  in  touch  with  the  Count)  Council  me  k r is  1 ) 

of  Agriculture  first. 

2.  In  two  instances  where  milk  “in  course  of  delivery”  was 

fou  rd  to  contain  T.B.  bacilli  the  dainnrr  infcim.ee  me  it  e;  n e 
fro  m X faim.  On  going  to  this  fain.  1 was  at  en.ee  eerhcr  ic 
with  the'  demand,  “ Hew  do  )cu  hi  ew  it  was  cm  n i I.  ? ” hied 

cases  I ee uld  not  prove  it  was  ficm  that  laim  ere  cn  the  n est 

careful  cheek-ip  by  samples  taken  at  the  fi  n.  are!  theieigl 
examination  by  a veterirary  surgeon  of  the  bud  1 e;  n < te  tie 
conclusion  that  the  original  sample  v hich  cerfaiieC  T 1 . ck  let 
come  from  the  faim  or  possibly  had  been  contaminate  d : i 1 : e c i e i 1 >\ 
to  its  leavirg  the  faim. 

This  is  a very  serious  matter  as  I had  to  serve  cn  the  dainn  in 
an  order  prohibiting  the  sale  of  T.T.  milk,  of  which  he  bee  < i \ the 
one  supply,  until  it  had  been  pasteurised,  theiel)  c i -ii  f i i < 1 ) 
serious  slur  on  the  T.T.  faint  concerned,  though  1 am  cciv  riec 
that  the  milk  left  that  faint  free  of  T.B.  infection. 

3.  If  I serve  a notice  on  a dairyman  requiring  milk  to  bc 

pasteurised  he  cannot  claim  any  re  mpersatior.  I lit  ii  1 sen  e it 
on  the  proelucer  he  can,  unless  he  had  reasen  to  believe  the  milk 
was  contaminated,  lcceive  compensation  iiem  the  lieal  m ihority. 
Now  the  daii)  man  can  practicall)’  new;  have  reasen  to  lc'ieve  Its 
milk  is  co  n tan  but  the  f<  . , , < i in  seme  instances  shcule  at 

least  susj.ect  it,  eg.,  a cow'  aborting  should  lead  him  to  suspect 
Brucella  Abortus. 

Further  as  most  farms  are  in  Rural  Districts  this  pievisien 
moans  that  Rural  Districts  are  paying  ee  n pensatie  n iei  the 
prote  ction  of  the  milk  supplv  of  the  le  wi  s which  se  e ms  ha i ell)  fair . 

It  is  true  the  Ministry  of  Health  repay  75%  of  such  een  ] <i  satie  n 
but  even  25%  can  amount  in  total  to  a fail ly  large  sum  < n what  is 
a comparatively  low  rateable  value. 
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Ice  Cream. 

The  samples  we  have  taken  of  ice  cream  throughout  the  year 
have  shown  a very  marked  improvement  on  previous  years  and  it  is 
now  rare  for  us  to  find  a sample  in  grade  4 or  if  it  does  occur  it  is 
only  an  isolated  one. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 


Total  Number 
of 

Outbreaks 

Number  of 
Cases 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Organisms 
or  other 
agents 
responsible 
with  number 
of  outbreaks 
of  each 

Foods 
involved 
with  number 
of  outbreaks 
of  eacli 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  th' 

year  1950. 


Disease 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

EnC'-pha litis  Lethargica 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Dysentery 
h Hepatitis 

Undulent  Fever 


Fc\  < r 


Total  Cases  Deaths 
32 

6 — 

9 


1 

77 

39 

1 

I . 
1 ; 
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(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (Ages). 


Age  Group 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomvelitis 

I 

ssis-eaiM 

! 

Under  1 year  ... 

4 

— 

- 

1 — 2 years 

— 

14 

— 

12 

3 — 4 years 

2 : 27 

2 11 

5 — -9  years 

4 2S 

3 

14 

10—14  years 

23  j 3 | 

— 

15 — 24  years  ... 

3 1 — 

_ 

1 1 

I 

25  and  over 

- | 1 

2 

Age  Unknown 

1 | 

— 

— 

Total  (All  ages) 

32  77 

5 



1 ! 
1 S! 

Age  Group 

Acute 

Pneumonia  j 

Dysentery 

Paratyphoid 

CD 

IT, 

r'D 

u 

> .t: 

p 

o & 

.0)  a 

— 

t-H  t-M 

4-* 

rP  U. 

-o  §? 

C d 

D tx< 

U nder  5 years  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — -44  years  ... 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45 — 64  years  ... 

i 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

35  and  over 

i 

— 

— 

9 

— 

i 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (All  ages) 

6 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

Fever 
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Smallpox. 

There  were  no  cases  during  1950. 


Vaccination. 

Numtcroi  Fei  sons  Vaccinated  (or  re- Vaccinated)  during  1950 . 


Age  at  31st  Decor ber 

Under 

1 

1 — 5 

5—14 

15  & over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

Number  re-Vaccinatcd 

142 

25 

1 

9 

8 

20 

88 

1S6 

97 

142 

26 

17 

1(8 

293 

Number  of  Cases  Specially  Reported  During  Period, 
(age  groups  as  above). 


(a)  Generalised  Vaccinia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: t-  ccim  epl  Ion  yelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( c ) Death  from  Complications  of 
Vaccination 

Other  than  (a)  and  (/;) 

— 

— 

— 

Live  Births  registered,  ISO. 

The  percentage  of  children  ruder  7 who  were  vaccinated  can 
tliereh  ic  1 < est ,n  ; 1c  c r . t 7 L — ? \ a \ 1 g h.  f g 1 1 e . 


Cancer. 


I he  facilities  for  diagnosis  arc  General  Practitioners  and  Hospitals. 
71  he  total  number  of  deaths  was  17,  allocated  as  follows  : — 


Male 

ht  male 

Vialignant  neoplasm,  stc  mach 

9 

1 

,,  ,,  hmg,  bronchus 

i 

— 

,,  breast  ... 

— 

5 

,,  uterus  ... 

— 

i 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

2 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

9 
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Diphtheria. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  wort 
no im ed  during  1950.  This  undoubtedly  shows  the  success  ol 
Active  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  Private  Practitioners  and 
. iSfant  County  Medical  Officers. 

The  following  figures  have  been  obtained  from  the  Divisional 
Health  Office. 


Xo  of  children  who  completed  a 
u i Course  for  Primary  Immunis- 
ation In  the  Authorities’  Area 
(including  temporary  residents) 
in  1950. 

Total  Number  of  children  who 
were  given  a secondary  or  rein- 
forcing injection  (i.c.,  subsequent 
to  complete  Full  Course). 

.a  date  of  Final 
Injection 

Total 

156 

Under  5 

5 — 14 

200 

7 

207 

1 

\ i total  mi  nb  t of  Births  in  1950  was  19G  this  shows  that  practically 
all  children  were  immunised. 

Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  5 cases  notified  during  the  year.  Compared  with 
the  country  as  a whole  this  was  less  than  one  would  expect.  Each 
case  was  very  fully  investigated  but  no  case  could  be  directly  or 
in  directly  attributed  to  infection  from  another  case. 

I see  no  reason  to  depart  from  the  view  expressed  in  last  year’s 
report  that  the  notified  cases  only  represent  a small  proportion 
of  the  total  incidence. 

That  the  disease  is  infectious  cannot  be  doubted  and  the  only 
di  d explanation  of  scattered  cases  with  no  connection  between 
them — not  even  a possible  “ carrier  ” — is  that  the  infection  is  in 
fact  very  widespread  but  that  most  cases  arc  abortive  and  are 
never  seen,  even  by  the  private  practitioner,  yet  are  capable  of 
infecting  others  with  occasionally  disastrous  effect. 

Some  very  interesting  investigations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  which  showed  that  thou;  h the  infection 
c 1 1 be  carried  by  water  the  ordinary  methods  of  purification  of 
wit  ” sup;»!i;>  carried  out  in  London  and  all  water  authorities 
i ) uy  li vision,  are  sufficient  to  prevent  infection  being  conveyed 
in  the  water  supply. 


Tuberculosis. 


Cases  on  Register  as  at  31st  December,  1950 


PULMO 

NARY 

Non-Pul 

MONARY 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

29  (23) 

18  (12) 

6 (8) 

8 (9) 

61  (52) 

Figures  as  at  31st  December,  1949,  are  in  brackets. 

These  figures  show  a disturbing  rise  in  the  total  numbers  of  poop! 
suffering  from  T.B.  in  the  area  especially  in  those  with  Pulmonai 
disease.  Probably  there  are  several  factors  involved.  Housin 
despite  all  the  efforts  of  the  three  Councils,  is,  I am  afraid,  no  betl 
over  all  than  it  was  in  1946.  Owing  to  the  effects  of  the  re; 
restrictions  acts  and  the  continued  rise  in  the  cost  of  repairs,  m< 
houses  are  falling  into  the  class  which  ought  to  be,  but,  un< 
present  circumstances,  cannot  be  demolished,  than  are  being  bui 

Shortage  of  hospital  beds  is  undoubtedly  another  factor.  T 
affects  not  only  the  cure  of  cases  with  the  disease  but  also  increa 
the  chance  of  such  cases  infecting  others  and  is  in  fact  a vice  . 
circle. 

Lastly,  the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  may  have  had  t 
effect  of  pushing  up  the  numbers  slightly  owing  to  cases  being  fou  • 
by  that  means  which  would  not  have  been  diagnosed  otherwi: 

The  first  steps  for  a full  scale  trial  of  B.C.G.  Vaccine  have  br 
carried  out  in  some  schools  in  the  city.  This  vaccine  has  shov 
definite  results  in  Scandinavia  and  U.S.A.  and  I am  very  hop^ 
cf  it  showing  equally  good  results  here,  but  it  will  take  five  to  ;< 
years  before  even  tentative  deductions  can  be  made. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1950. 


Summary  of  Inspections. 

General  Sanitation. 


Public  Health  Acts — primary  inspections 

...  264 

— re-inspections 

...  200 

Cesspools 

...  29 

Disinfection 

8 

Disinfestation 

9 

Drainage 

...  254 

Factories 

...  29 

Housing  Act 

...  46 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

...  72 

Moveable  Dwellings 

...  49 

Outworkers  ... 

6 

Public  Conveniences 

3 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 

1 

Rodent  Control 

...  1,268 

Rivers  and  Streams 

12 

Shops  Acts  ... 

...  38 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

4 

Water  supplies 

...  181 

Workplaces  ... 

28 

Miscellaneous  visits 

96 

2,597 


* Includes  visits  made  by  Council’s  Rodent  Operative. 


Food  Hygiene. 


Bakehouses  ... 

28 

Butchers’  Shops 

67 

Dairies 

34 

Foodshops  and  Stalls 

...  211 

Ice  Cream  premises 

...  213 

Restaurants 

53 

Milk  distributors — sampling 

87 

693 


15 


Total  3,305 


Petroleum  Regulations. 

Petroleum  premises 
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General  Sanitation. 

Complaints. 

During  the  year  ld9  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with; 
72  of  these  were  regarding  infestations  by  rats  and  mice. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfectation. 

Fifteen  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
with  proprietory  formaldehyde  preparations  and  liquid  disinfectants. 

Twenty-two  premises  were  disinfested  with  liquid  insecticide 
and  insect  powder.  There  were  10  infestations  by  bedbugs,  4 by 
flies,  7 by  fleas  and  1 by  moths. 

Drainage. 

All  alterations,  adaptations  and  repairs  to  existing  drainage 
systems  are  supervised  by  the  Department. 

The  testing  of  drainage  systems  as  a result  of  complaint  or 
infestation  by  rats  revealed  the  existence  of  a number  of  defective 
systems  all  of  which  were  repaired  by  the  owners. 

Cesspool  Emptying  Service. 

The  Council  bear  the  cost  of  one  emptying  of  a cesspool  each 
year  for  premises  that  are  not  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the 
Council’s  sewers.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  a firm  of  Contractors, 
who,  during  the  year  emptied  .49  cesspools. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  ’948 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  lo  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


9 


0 


Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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I 


• 1 

. 


Pai  l VIII  of  the  Act. — Outwork.  (Sections  110  and  111). 
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Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  use  of  trailer  caravans  as  a means 
habitation  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1949  eleven  licences, 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  were  in  force  authorising  the  use  of  these  dwellings. 
At  the  end  of  1950  this  number  had  increased  to  20.  No  licences 
authorising  the  use  of  sites  for  caravans  were  issued  under  the 
provision  of  this  section.  Such  licensing  was  however  covered  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 

Adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  suitable  drainage,  satisfactory 
refuse  accommodation  and  water  supply  are  required  for  each 
dwelling.  No  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  as  a result 
of  49  inspections. 

Milford  Estate. 

The  Council  own  a site  for  twenty  caravans  at  the  above  estate. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  5 sites  were  let  and  occupied. 

Notices. 

Statutory  Notices. 

Section  93  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Complied  with  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Informal  Notices. 

Served  lt’6 

Complied  with  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1649,  came  into 
operatic  l;  on  31st  March,  1950,  thereby  repealing  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Council  continued  to  opeiate  a rodent  control  service  whereby 
treatments  were  carried  out  at  private  and  business  premises  a* 
an  inclusive  charge  covering  labour,  materials  am  administration. 
In  addition  premises  likely  to  be  habitually  infested  could  be 
treated  iron thlj  b_\  annual  cot' tract.  Difficulties  w e experienced 
in  obtaining  the  co-operation  ol  the  house!  older  . some  inst;  i cc 
in  view  ol  the  harges  made,  but  it  did  not  >wever,  become 
necessary  to  take  are  action  again;  i indie  < up'  • ■'  the 
provision-  of  the  Art.  A report  was  made  at  th<-  < i.u  cd  the  y r 
recommending  a free  control  service  to  < remise  t<  void 

difficulties  eu  working  and  administration  ..u<t  with  view  lu 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  rodent  con'rol  in  tk  district  1 lie 
Council  decided  to  provide  this  free  servi  as  from  1st  April,  1951. 
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Seventy-two  complaints  concerning  infestations  by  rats  and 
mice  were  received  and  dealt  with  resulting  in  t d'  treat  ncnt  of 
260  premises.  For  this  purpose  1,268  visits  were  made,  80  dead 
rats  were  found  and  it  was  cstiin  ited  that  ! ,981  rats  were  destroyed. 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Operative  (\1  . F.  T >eorge — 
appointed  May,  1950),  for  this  work,  trained  in  hr  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  scheme. 

Sewers. 

Two  sewer  tests  and  two  treatments  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  One  hundred  and  forty  manholes  were  test  baited  and 
45  manholes  found  to  be  infested.  The  resultant  treatments  gave 
satisfactory  results. 

In  every  infestation  a connection  between  Llie  surface  and  the 
sewers  was  established,  usually  by  way  of  defective  house  drainage 
systems.  The  necessary  repairs  were  effected  and  the  infestations 
cleared. 

Council  Properties. 

Careful  supervision  of  the  Coun  dl’s  D * > >S  . i 1 Stv's  was 
maintained  during  the  year  and  any  infestation  of  the  Sewage 
Works  and  Refuse  Tip  was  dealt  with  by  th‘  Manager. 


Shops. 

There  are  205  retail  shops  in  the  district.  On  28th  |ulv,  1950, 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  came  into  operation  eonsoli  fating  .sting 
legislation.  No  changes  were  made  in  the  provisions  id  nil  tercel 
by  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. 

Two  routine  water  samples  taken  from  V miii;  suonlv  were 
sent  to  tlw  Clinical  Research  Association,  Lorlon,  W.C.,  for 
chemical  examination  and  found  to  be  s itisfi  story.  Idiese  - 'moles 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  H'lith  Liiwatory,  Cato  i,  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  reports  show ; l the  .vnter  to 
be  highly  satisfactory. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Water  Act,  1915.  noli  .vs  w • • served 
requiring  the  installation  of  a piped  water  supply  ini  > 61  dwelling 
houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  install  iti  >:i  h id  b »e  i «'  unpleied 
in  72  properties.  Sixty-five  dwellings  in  the  district  remain 
occupied  without  an  internal  piped  water  supply. 


Control  of  Food  and  Food  Premises. 


Meat  Inspection. 

All  home-killed  meat  consumed  in  this  district  is  inspected  at 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Luton  by  the  Borough’s 
Officers. 


The  following  meat  and  meat  products  we 

re  condemned  as  being 

unfit  for  human  consumption  in  premise ; 
the  year. 

in  Harpcn  lei  during 

Imported  Beef 

33  1 bs. 

Bacon 

19  , , 

Brawn 

8 , , 

Co  rn  ed  Beef  ... 

77| 

Sausages 

4 ti  ns 

Meat  Preparations  ... 

3 

Luncheon  Meat 

32  ,, 

Meat  in  Gravy 

6 , , 

Ham  ... 

10  lbs  & 1 

tin 

Danish  Pork  ... 

fib 

Argentine  Pork 

7 lbs. 

Other  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as 

being  unfit  for 

human  consumption  and  destruction 

or  salvage 

was  arranged. 

Beans  ... 

7 tins 

Beetroot 

2 

Carrots 

3 ” 

Cheese 

...  144  lbs. 

Canned  Pish 

...  82  “tins 

Jam  

4 ,, 

Marmalade 

...  5 , , 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

...  36  ,, 

Peas  ... 

...  14  ,, 

Tomatoes 

...  10  ,, 

Egg« 

1 ,674 

Tinned  Peaches 

1 1 tins 

Souj)  ... 

...  10  ,, 

Plums 

8 ,, 

Apricots 

...  1 jar 

Cherries 

4 tins 

Grapefruit  Juice 

...  10  ,, 

Mixed  Vegetables 

1 tin 

Boiled  Sweets 

8£lbs. 

Sultanas 

...  32  ,, 

Rhubarb 

1 tin 

Pickled  Cabbage 

4 jars 

Horseradish  ... 

... 

7 doz.  tins 

Syrup  ... 

...  1 tin 
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Food  Premises. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
of  Food  ard  Sale  of  food  in  the  Open  Air  were  adopted  by  the 
Council  ard  became  effective  on  ?41h  July,  1950. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  improving  the  structural 
condition,  facilities,  methods  of  handling  and  protection  of  food 
in  retail  shops,  food  preparing  premises  and  restaurants  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  notices  had  been  served  to  enforce  the  requirements 
of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  at  thirty-two 
premises. 

Nearly  700  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises, 
particular  attention  being  given  to  cleanliness,  water  closet  and 
washing  facilities  for  the  staff,  ard  protection  of  food  from 
ccntamination. 

Ter.  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 
a nd  sale  of  sausages  and  two  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  fried 
fish  and  potatoes. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  27  registered  retailers  of  ice  cream  and  3 retailers’ 
premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

The  quantity  of  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  district  forms  a 
very  small  part  of  the  total  quantity  sold.  Small  heat -treatment 
plants  are  in  use  at  two  of  the  premises,  the  other  registered 
manufacturer  using  a cold  pasteurised  mix.  The  samples  taken 
of  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  district  all  proved  satisfactory 
or  examination. 

A number  of  ice  cream  vehicles  come  into  the  district  from 
neighbouring  towns.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  from  these  vehicles 
is  pre-packed.  A measure  of  control  of  these  vehicles  is  provided 
by  the  Evelaws  with  respect  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air. 

With  regard  to  barrows  and  handcarts,  as  previously  reported 
the  following  interpretation  of  Article  5 of  the  Heat  Treatment 
Regulations,  1947,  was  adopted  by  resolution  of  the  Council  to 
take  effect  from  January  12th,  1948. 

1.  All  barrows,  handcarts,  etc.,  shall  be  roofed  over  and  fitted 

with  side  screens,  leaving  front  and  back  open  for  serving. 

2.  Biscuit  containers  shall  be  covered. 

3.  Utensils  shall  be  kept  in  water  which  shall  be  frequently 

changed. 
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4.  Soap,  towel  and  water  shall  be  provided  on  the  barrow  for 
use  by  the  Vendor. 

N.B.- — These  provisions  are  restricted  to  vehicles  from  which 
loose  ice  cream  is  sold. 


It  was  found  possible  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure  to  effectively 
control  sales  from  handcarts  and  barrows  of  vendors  who  were  not 
rreishitd  by  this  Authority.  Ice  cream  sold  in  the  streets  and  on 
tin  (4  minor  was  consequently  confined  to  the  pre-packed  varieties, 
or  when  loose,  from  vehicles  complying  with  the  Council’s  re- 
quirements. 

Article  5 of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947, 
provides  that  : — 

“Ice  Cream  shall  be  protected  from  diri . dust  oi  other  con- 
tamination at  all  times  during  manufacture,  storage  and 
" DISTRIBUTION  and  a1  ; pp-  ictus  and  u el  brought 
“ into  contact  with  ice  cream  during  its  manufacture,  storage 
"or  DISTRIBUTION  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  immediately 
“ after  use  and  shall  be  kept  clean  at  all  times.” 


Eighty  samples  were  taken,  the  results  being 
satisfactory. 

Grade 
1 2 3 

(a)  Manufactured  and  retailed  in  Harpcnden 

1 l.oosc  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 — 

2.  Prepacked  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - — — 


reasonably 


4 Total 
— 9 


(b)  Manufactured  outside  Harpenden  and 
sold  in  Harpenden 

1.  Loose  3 1 i 2 7 

2.  Prepacked 37  21  3 3 (14 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Ore  rs. 

There  are  in  the  district  8 regisW.  ’ distributors  of  milk  and 
3 registered  dairies.  Of  (be  eight  distributors,  4 hold  Dealers’ 
licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  end  Pasteurised  milk, 
one  holds  Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
Pasteurised  milk,  one  holds  a Supplcmont'’ry  licence  to  sell 
Pasteurised  milk  and  the  remaining  two  hold  licences  to  sell 
Sterilised  milk.  Only  one  of  the  distributors,  a producer  retailer, 
sells  ungraded  milk.  With  the  exception  of  this  snv>U  quantity 
of  ungraded  milk,  all  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  either  Pasteur- 
ised or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  licensed  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  the  Herts.  Couuty  Council. 


Constant  supervision  of  milk  supplies  was  maintained  and  the 
following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority. 


No. 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Type of  Milk 

Examined 

factory 

factory. 

Ungraded 

5 

4 

1 

Pasteurised  ... 

33 

31 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

33 

30 

3 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ... 

...  7 

7 

— 

78 

72 

6 

(i b ) By  the  County  Council. 

Pasteurised  (School) 

...  5 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

...  3 

3 

8 

8 

Housing. 

The  condition  of  working-class  property  in  the  district  is 
reasonably  good  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  re-commence 
system  tic  house-to-house  inspections.  Defects  causing  dampness, 
defective  drai  1 >lv  and  items  of  disrepair  were  dealt  with  by  informal 
and  form  i notice. 


There  are  a number  of  blocks  of  obsolescent  cottages  that  will 
have  to  be  srh  ;duled  for  clearance  as  soon  as  the  housing  shortage 
is  alleviated.  At  the  end  of  the  vear  the  Council  were  negotiating 
the  purchase  of  a block  of  9 cottages  with  a view  to  controlling  the 
future  letting  of  these  properties. 

Housing  Management. 

The  Council  now  own  498  permanent  houses,  53  emergency 
hutted  dwellings  and  25  prefabricated  bungalows  making  a tot  il 
of  576  housing  unit  In  addition,  the  managem  at  of  70  houses 
belonging  to  a Work  ne.Ts  If  mdng  Association  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  department 

The  recording  an  1 inv  -stig  ■ tion  of  applications  for  housing 
accommodation,  involving  the  ope  ition  of  a points  scheme,  the 
management  and  m lintenance  of  all  properties,  the  supervision 
of  maintcna  ce  work  by  direct  labour  staff  and  by  Contractors, 
the  costing  of  repairs,  and  liaison  between  the  Council  and  Public 
Utility  undertakings  give  an  outline  of  the  duties  entailed  in  this 
i connection. 
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During  the  period  Juno  to  December,  the  following  visits  and 
in-  nt  tions  were  made  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  housing 

management  : 

To  applicants  and  regarding  tenancies  ...  ...  199 

Maintenance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

Administration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  215 

Si.xtv-'  ur  families  were  re-housed  during  the  year  as  follows  ; 

Coup  <‘S  with  no  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Couples  with  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Fourteen  families  were  re-housed  in  temporary  hutted 
accommodation. 

Housing  applicants  are  required  to  re-register  every  six  months 
in  order  to  keep  a constant  check  on  the  housing  need  in  the 
dist  rict.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  472  applicants  for  Council 
n lation  and  147  applicants  for  private  building  licences. 
Of  tii  472  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  331  were  on  the 
" aeti  e ” a and  115  on  the  “deferred”  list  (i.e.,  residence  in 
Harpent.  n commenced  after  31st  December,  1945)  and  26  were 
on  the  aged  persons  list. 

The  points  scheme  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 

Points. 

2 Man  anil  Will  (1  Point  each). 

2 Widow  or  Widower. 

2 First  child,  either  sex,  over  10  years  old. 

1 Each  additional  child  over  10  years. 

1 Each  child  under  10  years 

1 Kxpec  .ant  mother. 

War  Service  in  Army,  Navy,  Merchant  Navy,  Airforce  and  Military 
Nursing  Sorites  : 

-J  Each  war  of  Service  completed  (3rd  September,  1939  to31stMarc  h, 

1946). 

Each  year  of  Overseas  Set  vice  completed. 

Direction  from  District. 

Eat  h year  completed  in  civilian  occupation  if  directed  away  from 
the  District  during  the  period  3rd  September,  1939 — 31st  March, 
1946. 

1/1 0th  Each  year  of  residence  within  the  Harpcnden  Urban  District  boundary 
up  to  a maximum  of  5 points. 

1 — 4 Overcrowding. 

1 — -4  Insanitary  Conditions. 

1 — 4 ! lealth  r asons. 

1 — 4 Special  Reasons. 

-J  Each  year  of  marriage  since  September  1939,  up  to  a maximum  of 
2 Points. 

£ Each  six  months  on  the  Housing  Office  Register.  (All  applications 
must  be  renewed  in  the  first  week  of  December  and  June  ol  each  year 
until  accommodation  is  allocated). 
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The  scheme  is  periodically  reviewed  and,  in  the  light  of  experience 
gained,  modified  if  considered  necessary. 

The  time  necessarily  devoted  to  interviews  by  the  Department 
was  considerable  and  applicants  are  assured  the  circumstances 
brought  to  our  notice  are  fully  appreciated  and  due  consideration 
is  given  to  the  facts  of  each  case  before  reference  to  the  Housing 
Committee. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  COKER, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


